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PRESS RELEASE (ENG)
Corfu, Greece - 21st November 2025

Environmental Concerns over Gas Exploration Plans 30 km Off
the West Coast of Corfu.

The lonian Environment Foundation (IEF) is closely following the recent developments
regarding the gas exploration plans 30 kilometers West of Corfu and potentially
further south in the lonian Sea. As an organisation dedicated to the protection and
regeneration of the natural ecosystems and coastal commmunities of the lonian Islands,
IEF considers it important to share its environmental concerns and reflections on how
such activities may intersect with the areas and communities in which it operates.

The lonian Sea is home to dolphins, whales, monk seals, and other species that are
sensitive to underwater noise, seismic survey activity, and increased vessel traffic. It is
also an important breeding and nursery area for several fish species and, in parts of
the region, for marine mammals. Disturbances to acoustic environments, breeding
grounds, and migration patterns can directly undermine the conservation gains our
partners are working to secure. Several |IEF-supported initiatives directly focus on
monitoring, research, and community-led protection of these species, their habitats,
and the ecological processes that sustain them.

IEF also supports initiatives to protect Posidonia seagrass meadows, a vital and
protected habitat that shelters marine life and enhances biodiversity. These
ecosystems are highly sensitive to human activities and infrastructure, which may
directly or indirectly affect their ecological processes.

On several lonian islands, sustainable nature-based tourismm and community-led
fishing management are emerging as viable economic pathways. Real or perceived
risks of environmental degradation may influence local confidence in these transitions
and complicate long-term planning efforts.

IEF also recognises that partner communities invest significant time, care, and
collective effort in building sustainable local practices. Their efforts depend on a sense
of continuity, trust, and the belief that small, collective actions contribute to a healthy
environment. It is therefore reasonable to consider how large-scale industrial activity
in the region may be perceived locally, and how it may affect their sense of
empowerment and long-term stewardship.
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IEF wishes to highlight that important questions remain regarding the scope and
outcomes of environmental impact assessments, the potential effects on marine
mammals and seabed habitats, emergency response processes, and long-term
monitoring and transparency measures.

‘Our interest is to ensure that any activities in the lonian Sea proceed with a level of
environmental care proportional to the ecological and cultural value of this region.
Protecting the integrity of local ecosystems, and maintaining the trust and
participation of coastal communities, are foundational to the Ilong-term
sustainability of the lonian’.

Dr. Simon Karythis, Executive Director of IEF

About the lonian Environment Foundation

The lonian Environment Foundation is a non-profit organization, supporting initiatives
that protect and regenerate the natural ecosystems and coastal communities of the
lonian Islands. Through grants, partnerships, and local engagement, IEF advances
marine conservation, habitat restoration, and long-term environmental stewardship
across the region.

Contacts & Socials
DA simon@ionianenvironment.org

< alexandra@ionianenvironment.org

@ ionianenvironment.org

@ ionian-environment-foundation

ionian_env_foundation

Useful Links

« lonian Archipelago Important Marine Mammal Area - IMMA (IUCN Joint SSC/WCPA Marine Mammal Protected Areas

Task Force)

e Healing the Wounds of Marine Mammals by Protecting_Their Habitat by Giuseppe Notarbartolo di Sciara & Erich Hoyt,

published in Endangered Species Research (IUCN Marine Mammal Protected Areas Task Force)

e The impact of dredge-fill on Posidonia oceanica seagrass meadows: regression and patterns of recovery by Fabio

Badalamenti et al.

e Environmental Impact of Offshore Gas Activities on the Benthic Environment. PubMed: A case study in the Adriatic Sea

shows that gas platforms can change benthic community composition, sediment, and bioaccumulate pollutants, by E
Punzo et al.

e The Ecologist article: Oil and Gas Grab in the lonian Sea by David Greenhalgh



https://www.marinemammalhabitat.org/wp-content/uploads/imma-factsheets/Mediterranean/Ionian-Archipelago-Mediterranean.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/342757910_Healing_the_wounds_of_marine_mammals_by_protecting_their_habitat
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/21256527/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28488088/
https://theecologist.org/2019/aug/20/oil-and-gas-grab-ionian-sea?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ionianenvironment.org/
https://www.instagram.com/ionian_env_foundation
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ionian-environment-foundation
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AEATIO TYNOY
Képkupa - 21 NogpuBpiov 2025

To lonian Environment Foundation emionpaivel mepLBAANOVTLKEG AVNOUXLEG
OXETLKA ME TN CUHPWVLA yLa TNV €£0puén PuoLkoU agpiou, 30 YAH. AUTLKA TNG
Kepkupag

To lonian Environment Foundation (IEF) mrapakoAouBel oteva tig poopateg eEeALEELG OXETIKA e
TN cupwvia yla TNV TPAYUATOTTIOLNCN EPEVVNTLKAG YEWTPNONG yla tnv eE6puln puoilkou agplou
oto Iovio, og amdotaon POALG 30 XIALOPETPWY SUTIKA TWV OKTWV TNG KEpKupaG. QG opyaviopog Ue
QITOCTOAN TNV TTPOCTACcia TWV PUOLKWY 0LKOOUCTNUATWY Twv Ioviwv Nrjowv kat tnv evioyuon tng
TEPLBANNOVTLKNG EVAOYOANONG TWV TAPAKTLWY KOWOTATWY, To |IEF Bewpel onuavtiko va polpaotel
TLG TEPLBAAMOVTIKEG TOU QVNOUXIEG OXETIKA LE TO TTWCE TETOLOU £(60UC SpaOTNPLOTNTEG EVEEXETAL VA
AAMNAETTLEPACOUV LIE TO €PYO TOU.

To I6vio MéAayog aToteAel onUAVTIKO BLOTOTO yla SeA@ivia, QANALVEG, TN UECOYELOKN PWKLA KAl
GM\a €18n Tou elval Slattepa guaiobnta otov uTToBaAdoolo BOpURO, OTLC OELOULKEG EPEUVEG KaL
otnv av&nuevn vautlAlakn kivnon. Amotelel emiong onuavtikd TOTTO avaTrapaywyng Kat avaTtuéng
yla Slagopa €6n Yapuwv Kay, o€ opLopEVaA TUAMATA TNG TEPLOXNG, yla BaAldooila BnAaoctikd. H
SLatdpagn Tou aKoUoTLKOU TEPLBAAOVTOG, TWV TEPLOXWV QVATTAPAYWYNG KAL TWV PJETAVAOTEUTLKWY
SLadpopwv PTopEL va UTTOVOPEUOEL AUEDA TLG TPOOTIABELEG TTPOCTACLAG TTOU OL CUVEPYATEG HAG
emELWKOUV va Sltacalioouv. MoAAEG amd TG Spdoelg ou uTrootnpidel To IEF emkevipwvovtal
oTNV TTapakoAoudnon, TNV €peuva Kal TNV EVePYOTroinon TwV TOTLKWY KOWOTNTWV yla Tnv
TPOOoTACiA AUTWVY TWV €L8WV, TWV OLKOTOTWY TOUG KAl TWV OLKOAOYLKWY SLEPYACLWV ToU Td
otnpidouv.

To IEF umootnpilel emiong TPWTOBOUALEG yLa TtV Tpootacia Twv BoAdcolwv ALBadlwv TG
Mooesldwviag, VoG onuavTlkoU KAl TPOCTATEUOUEVOU €(60UG TTOU AELTOUPYEL WG KATAPUYLO yLd TN
BaAdoota {wr) Kat eVLoXVEL Tn BLlomrolkiAotnta. Ta olkoouotruata autd elval LdLaitepa evatobnrta o
avBpwITLVEG SpactnpLlOTNTEG KAL UTTOSOEG, OL OTTOLEG EVEEXETAL VA ETTNPEACOLV EUPECA KAl APECT
TLG OLKOAOYLKEG Slepyaaieg Toug.

EmmumAéov, n petdpaocn mpog pa o Buwolun Staxeiplon tng oAtelag avadelkvuetal otadlakd o€
onUavTkd TUAWVA yla TtV evioyuon Twv TOMKWY  KowotAtwv. H avtiAnyn otL to puoLko
TEPLRANOV, QVATTOCTTACTO PEPOG TNG ETLTUXLAG AUTWY TWV TPWTOROUALWY, BploKeTal UTTO aTTELAR,
MTTOPEL va ETTNPEACEL TNV EUTTLOTOCUVN TWV KATOIKWVY KAl va SUCKOAEPEL TN PAKPOTTPOBECUN
avamtugn toug.

To IEF avayvwpilel to Xpovo, tn @povtida kat Tn CUANOYLKA TTpooTTabela Tou KataBAaAouv ol
TOTTLKEG KOWVOTNTEG OTN SLaUOpPwon PBLWOLHWY TOTKWY TPAKTIKWY. OL TTPOCTTABELEG TOUG
Baoilovtal 0Tn oUVEXELD, OTNV EUTTLOTOCUVN KAl OTNV TETOLBN0N OTL OL PULKPEG, CUANOYLKEG SPACELG
oUPBANULV o€ €va LYLEG TEPLBAMOV. Elval emougvwg eUAoyo va avapwtnBoupe WG propel, o
TOMKO emimmedo, pLa Blopnyavikr Spactnpldtnta TEToLag KALUAKAG oTnV TeEPLOXT Va ETTNPEACEL TO
atobnua evéuvdpwong Kat tn pakpoTTpdBecun TePLBANOVTLKY TOUG SECUEUOT.
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Z€ aQuTO TO OTASLO, TO |IEF onUELWVEL ETTLONG OTL TTAPAUEVOUV ONUAVTLKA EPWTIUATA OXETIKA UE TNV
€KTAON KAl TA OITOTEAECHATA TWV MEAETWVY TEPLBANOVIIKWY ETTITTWOEWY, TNV EKTLHWMPEVN
emidpaon ota Bahdoola ONAACTIKA KAl OTOUG OLKOTOTOUG Tou TuBuéva, TG Sladlkaoleg
QVTLUETWTTLONG EKTOKTWVY TTEPLOTATLKWY KAl TA JETPA TTapakoAoUBNoNG Kat SLagaveLac,

«To evélapépov pag eivat va Stacpalioouus 0Tt oTToladriTrote pactnptétnta yupw aird ta vnald Tou
IToviou eéetaletal e Bdon tnv otkoAoyikrj Kat ToAtTLatikn aéla tng mepLoyr.

H Tmpootacia ¢ akepaLdTNTAG TWV TOTTIKWY OLKOOUCTNUATWY, KaBwS Kat n SLatripnan tneg EUIoToouvng
Kal TG CUUUETOXNE TWV TAPAKTIWY KOWVOTHTWY, QIToTeEAoUV BeuéAla yia Tt Hakpotrpdbeoun Biwaudtnta
Tou Iovious.

Ap. Zdawpov Kapuéng, EkteAeoTtikog Aleubuvtng tou IEF

ZXETLKA HE To lonian Environment Foundation (IEF)

To lonian Environment Foundation elvat évag pn KeEpSOOKOTIKOG OpyaVLoOHOG TToU UTTOoTNPLLEL
TPWTOBOUALEG yLa TNV Tpootacia Kal TNV amoKATAoTAoN TWV PUOLKWY OLKOCUOTNHUATWY KAl TWwV
TAPAKTLWY KOWOTATWY TwV loviwv NAcwv. Méow XpNnuATOSOTHOEWY, CUVEPYACLWY KAl EVEPYNG
OUMMETOXNG TWV TOTTLKWY KOWWVLWY, To |EF mpowBel tn Baldooia mpootacia, TNV amokatdotaon
OLKOTOTTWV KaL TN JaKpoTpoBeoun mepLBarAoVTLKY StayeipLlon oe OAOKANpPN TNV TEPLOXN.

Contacts & Socials

<] simon@ionianenvironment.org

Y alexandra@ionianenvironment.org

@ ionianenvironment.org

@ jonian-environment-foundation

jonian_env_foundation

Useful Links
« lonian Archipelago Important Marine Mammal Area - IMMA (IUCN Joint SSC/WCPA Marine Mammal Protected Areas

Task Force)

e Healing the Wounds of Marine Mammals by Protecting_Their Habitat by Giuseppe Notarbartolo di Sciara & Erich Hoyt,

published in Endangered Species Research (IUCN Marine Mammal Protected Areas Task Force)

e The impact of dredge-fill on Posidonia oceanica seagrass meadows: regression and patterns of recovery by Fabio

Badalamenti et al.

e Environmental Impact of Offshore Gas Activities on the Benthic Environment. PubMed: A case study in the Adriatic Sea

shows that gas platforms can change benthic community composition, sediment, and bioaccumulate pollutants, by E
Punzo et al.

e The Ecologist article: Oil and Gas Grab in the lonian Sea by David Greenhalgh



https://www.marinemammalhabitat.org/wp-content/uploads/imma-factsheets/Mediterranean/Ionian-Archipelago-Mediterranean.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/342757910_Healing_the_wounds_of_marine_mammals_by_protecting_their_habitat
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/21256527/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28488088/
https://theecologist.org/2019/aug/20/oil-and-gas-grab-ionian-sea?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ionianenvironment.org/
https://www.instagram.com/ionian_env_foundation
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ionian-environment-foundation

